
table.” The groceries Maria 

receives at The River make a 

tremendous difference for her 

family. 

Maria also looks forward to the 

community meals. As Maria sits 

down to eat, with a plate of 

chicken, rice and corn, it’s 

evident that the 30 or so minutes 

she spends dining at The River, 

are a rare and welcomed time of 

respite. “The meals too, we get 

to eat at The River, rather than 

going home tired and having to 

cook dinner.” 

Beyond the tangible food 

assistance, Maria also values the 

emotional and spiritual support 

she finds at the pantry. “The 

River gives me hope for a better 

tomorrow, that everything will be 

alright.”  

*** 

Maria was pregnant, in her third 

trimester, when Juan’s friend told 

them about The River. That was a 

year and a half ago, but Maria still 

remembers the friend telling them 

about the fresh food and 

produce at The River. 

“She said, ‘you get fresh 

food and fruit, not just 

canned food’.” 

Maria moved to Madison 

from Chicago ten years 

ago, when she was in 

middle school. She joined 

the Boys and Girls club 

and planned to finish 

school before starting a 

family. “I always thought 

about finishing school before the 

baby. I wasn’t able to get a job 

because I didn’t have an 

education.” Now, baby Lily is 16 

months old, and Maria is a full 

time mom. Her husband Juan has 

had a hard time finding steady 

work, and the family shops at The 

River to help make ends meet.  

On a recent Thursday, Maria and 

baby Lily came to The River 

without Juan because he started a 

new seasonal job. “I know it’s 

temporary, but it helps make ends 

meet,” Maria shared with a smile. 

Talking to Maria, it’s clear that 

getting by is a struggle for her 

family. But it has not diminished 

her spirit. Maria is friendly, 

thoughtful, easy to talk to and 

dotes on the healthy and beautiful 

Lily.  

The River helps Maria put food on 

the table and provides hope for 

the future. “Coming to The River, 

I can provide for my family. Even 

though we can’t make ends meet, 

coming here lifts me up and gives 

me hope. All the food, rather than 

getting thrown away, it helps 

people like us put food on the 
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Spring is our favorite time of year! 

We hope you are enjoying the 

flowers and new growth as much 

as we are.  

The food pantry 

is also experienc-

ing new growth. 

For just the first 

three months this 

year, there have 

been 6% more 

households using 

the food pantry. Not only are 

there more families coming, the 

households are larger too. There 

are 10% more households with 5 

or more people.  

There are more children being 

served also, children now repre-

sent 39% of the people served.   

In our efforts to help with the 

larger, multi-generational families, 

The River has doubled the amount 

of dairy and other perishable 

items people can 

receive. There is 

also a new tier level 

for households of 7 

or more. Quite 

simply, we just need 

to get more food to 

more people. 

We continue to hear from our 

clients over and over how grateful 

they are for the healthy and nutri-

tious food they can chose from. 

For many, the food assistance 

makes the difference between 

keeping or losing their home.  

The extra food given  to larger  

 

house-

holds 

will 

in-

crease 

our  

food 

budget 

by 

$11,520. The extra nutrition  for 

our clients and their children will 

make a big difference in their abil-

ity to keep food on the table.   

If you haven’t been to The River in 

awhile, we would love to see you 

again! Please stop out for a tour 

or to volunteer.   

*** 
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Word from the Directors: Andy & Jenny PANTRY NEEDS 

Non-perishable Food: 

• Canned Protein (Tuna, 
Chicken, Spam, etc.) 

• Peanut Butter 

• Canned or Boxed Pasta 
Meals 

• Canned Fruit 

• Canned Veggies 

• Cereal 

• Hamburger & Tuna 
Helper 

• Soup 

• Pasta  

• Canned Pasta Sauces 
 

Personal Items: 

• Soap, Lotions, TP, 
Diapers, Vitamins 

• Shampoo & Conditioner 

• Feminine Hygiene Items 
 
(Donation hours on p. 4) 

The River Bakery is 
taking special orders. 
To order, please call 
Bakery Manager, Tina at 
608-345-4105 or email  
bakery@riverfoodpantry.org 
 
 
 

“This training program is 
such a wonderful oppor-
tunity to open up doors to 
a new career for those with 
no resources to change 
their circumstances.  
 
Thank you so much for the 
chance to begin again  
doing something I enjoy.” 
 

-Bakery Graduate 

“Quite simply, 

we just need to 

get more food to 

more people” 

The River Bakery is now in nine 

retail locations throughout Dane 

County. Look for bakery products 

at these partnering businesses:   

• Frugal Muse 

• Boomerangs Retail Store 

• Warner Park Community Rec 
Center 

• Hy-Vee (Fitchburg location) 

• Metcalfe’s 

• Fresh Madison Market 

• School Grounds Coffee House 
(Cottage Grove) 

• JL Richards Prime Meats & 
Deli (Oregon) 

• Jenifer Street Market 

The River Bakery can cater your 

next business event, wedding, 

family reunion, picnic, or get to-

gether. Everything is made from 

scratch and you can taste the dif-

ference. Contact Bakery Manager, 

Tina to place your order.  

The River Bakery will have a stand 

at the Northside Farmers’ Market 

selling a variety of products. The 

market is located in the parking 

lot of the Northside TownCenter 

at the corner of Sherman and 

Northport and runs Sundays, May 

through October from 8:30am —

12:30pm.   

- by Amy Lord 

*** 

The list keeps growing for The River Bakery retail outlets  

 

Hands of Hope 

Give monthly and  be 

the  hands of hope to 

our neighbors in need. 

 

Join online at:  

riverfoodpantry.org/donate 

HANDS OF HOPE 

Look for bakery products on-sale at the Hy

-Vee Fitchburg location. 



The River Food Pantry will host its 5th annual 

Summertime Benefit Brunch on Sunday, June 7, 

from 9am-Noon at the Northside Farmers’ 

Market. All proceeds of the benefit will go 

towards feeding hungry families in Dane 

County. The Farmers’ Market is located at the 

Northside Town Center (on the corner of 

Northport Drive and N Sherman Avenue) . 

Enjoy a classic breakfast of pancakes, eggs, 

bacon, juice and coffee.  Enjoy live music from 

folk artist, Skip Jones!  

The River is feeding more and more people 

each week and our food budget keeps 

growing. Every dollar helps!  

*** 
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to announce that the 6th annual 

Harvest Dinner for Hunger will be 

held Sunday, October 11 at the 

historic East Side Club on Monona 

Drive. Setting Sail to Fight Hunger 

is the theme of this year’s dinner 

and attendees will be treated to 

scenic views of Lake Monona, 

musical entertainment by Harmo-

nious Wail and a five-course din-

ner prepared by Market Street 

Diner. Raffles, a silent auction and 

refreshments will round out the 

event, with all proceeds benefiting 

The River Food Pantry. 

Each week, The River distributes 

37,000 pounds of food to families 

in need. The goal this year is to 

raise one month’s operating budg-

et at the Harvest Dinner. You can 

help achieve this goal by volun-

teering, donating a raffle or auc-

tion item, buying tickets to the 

event or spreading the word. Eve-

ry contribution is valuable and 

helps further The River’s mission 

to provide nutritional basics and 

encouragement to people in need. 

Businesses interested in sponsor-

ship opportunities or individuals 

looking to get involved can email 

Amy at amy@riverfoodpantry.org. 

 Food drive help 

In addition to regular volunteer 

opportunities at The River, we 

often need help staffing food 

drives in the Madison area. Food 

drives are typically held on Satur-

days and shifts are 3 hours long. 

Food drives are not only a great 

opportunity for us to stock our 

shelves with a variety of perishable 

and non-perishable food items, but 

also provide a time and place to 

spread the word about The River. 

If you would like to volunteer for 

a food drive, please contact Rhon-

da at volunteer@ riverfoodpan-

try.org. 

News Bites 

New video available 

A new video, The River, Nourish-

ing the Heart is now available on 

YouTube. Thank you to everyone 

who shared their stories and 

Bigbite Productions for capturing 

the mission of the River. Visit 

YouTube and search, The River, 

Nourishing the Heart to view.  

Blues Picnic 

The River will again host a conces-

sion stand during the 13th Annual 

Blues Picnic. The picnic is June 20, 

noon-9pm at Warner Park. If you 

would like to volunteer to work 

the concession stand while enjoy-

ing some great blues music, con-

tact volunteer@ riverfoodpan-

try.org. 

Harvest Dinner — Save 

the Date! 

The River Food Pantry is pleased 

Summer Benefit Brunch!  
Please Join Us! 

Shop online  
& support The River  

smile.amazon.com 

Number of Households 
Served in Recent 

Months: 

February 2015:             
2192 households 

March 2015:               
2585 households 

April 2015:              
2523 households 

Your support makes 
this possible.  

THANK YOU! 



2201 Darwin Rd. 

Madison, WI  53704 

608.442.8815 

www.riverfoodpantry.org 

river@riverfoodpantry.org 

The River Food Pantry was created to serve the low income neighborhoods 

concentrated along Northport Drive and the NE side of Madison, but the pantry is 

open to all Dane County residents. We are located in an 11,000 square foot 

warehouse at the end of Northport Drive, at 2201 Darwin Road, Madison, WI. 

Hours of operation are on the left of this page. We provide pantry assistance, hot 

nutritious meals, clothing and household goods and furniture. Your support is 

absolutely critical to meeting the needs of families in our area.  No family should go 

hungry just because they cannot afford to buy food.  We can affect so many lives 

by giving them hope.  Please consider financially 

supporting the River Food Pantry today.  If you are 

interested in learning more about The River Food 

Pantry, please contact us at (608) 442-8815 or e-

mail us at river@riverfoodpantry.org.  We would 

be happy to hear from you!   

 

ABOUT THE RIVER FOOD PANTRY 

Madison has a River—one flowing with food, faith and friendship. 

THE RIVER FOOD PANTRY IS A NON-PROFIT 501(C)(3) ORGANIZATION AND YOUR CONTRIBUTION IS TAX DEDUCTIBLE 

If  you would prefer to be removed from our mailing list please contact us by phone or email. 

The River Hours 

MON—FRI 

Donations: 9:00am - 6:00pm 

 

TUESDAY & THURSDAY 

Food & Clothing Pantry:   

11:30am - 1pm 

 

TUESDAY & THURSDAY 

Pantry, Clothing and Dinner: 

5 - 6:30pm 

 

FRIDAY 

Pantry, Clothing and Dinner:   

6 - 7pm (doors open at 5) 
 

The River is an equal opportunity 

provider. 
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