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Meet  the  Chef   
Joel  Girard  

A publication of  
The River Food Pantry 

SPRING 2015 | www.riverfoodpantry.org 

Joel loves to cook tasty food for just 

about anyone willing to sit down at 

the table and spend some time enjoying 

what he has to offer. And at The River 

Food Pantry, he has a lot to offer. 

Joel explained to me that cooking 

here is a bit different from his days in 

the restaurant world. "The menu was 

fairly set there; my job was to execute 

the menu to the best of my ability 

every day. It's different at The River, 

the menu changes based on what we 

have in stock. It's more exciting, and 

it's definitely more challenging."  
Joel cont. on page 2  
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It's a challenge that might drive some 

chefs crazy. As Joel explains, "you 

never know what you have to work 

with from day to day - but every day 

you have to be prepared to serve a 

great meal. And on a typical Friday, 

you might be serving that meal to 

more than 200 people."  

What drives a guy like Joel, who has 

worked in some of Madison's top res-

taurants, to take on that challenge 

every day at The River Food Pan-

try? There's not a lot of glory, but as 

Joel puts it, "the satisfaction level is 

Joel fires up the grill in January for a kebab dinner. 

On Saturday Jan. 31, over 200 

people came together on icy 

Lake Monona in support  of 

The River Food Pantry.   

The River would like to thank 

volunteer Mary Zinn for organ-

izing Fun on Ice and The East 

Side Club, Oscar Mayer, 

Brocach Irish Pub, Madison 

Capitols and UW Marching 

Band for making the event a 

success. 

Inaugural Fun on Ice a Hit  

Fun on Ice pictures cont. on page 2 
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high.” Joel comes from a family 

that prioritizes being socially 

active. His mom helped start 

the Allied Drive and Good 

Shepherd Lutheran Church 

food pantries, and Joel has 

volunteered at 

both places as 

well as other 

Madison area 

pantries and 

homeless shel-

ters.  

But it’s not all 

about being a 

nice guy for 

Joel - he gets something from 

his service too. "I'm four years 

clean and sober," explains 

Joel, "and cooking for people 

in need, some of whom are 

going through the same things 

that I've been through, is a 

way for me to give back and 

show my appreciation for 

those who have helped and 

supported me through my 

journey."  

With a resume as accomplished 

as Joel's, you might suspect 

that he's a 

snappy dresser, 

who dines on 

the finest 

French cuisine 

while listening to 

classical music. 

Not the case at 

all - Joel is a 

hard-rock kid at 

heart, who wears black concert 

t-shirts and shorts to work 

each day, and at home, loves 

nothing better than to open a 

box of Macaroni & Cheese 

for dinner.   

“[It’s] a way for 
me to give back 

and show my   
appreciation for 
those who have 

helped & supported 
me through my 

journey."  

Start your shopping at: 

smile.amazon.com 

and support The River  
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Joel cont. from page  1 Number of Households 

Served in Recent Months: 
 

Nov  2014: 2358 households 

Dec 2014: 2518 households 

Jan  2015: 2497 households 

 

Your support makes 
this possible.  

THANK YOU! 

Pantry Needs 
 

Need is not seasonal.  
While the holidays 

are a time of  
generous giving, 
the need for food  

assistance continues 
throughout the year.  
 
The River currently 
needs the following: 
 

Ramen Noodles 
Spaghetti 
Cereal 
Dish Soap 
Tuna 
Boxed meals  
Juice 
 

Drop off donations  
Mon-Fri, 9am-6pm 

2201 Darwin Rd 
(South Side of building, across 
from Woodland Industries) 

Left to right: UW Marching Band members serenade attendees; Fun on Ice volunteer coordinator Mary Zinn & River Development Director 

Pat Gallagher pose in front of the Oscar Mayer Weinermobile; Madison Capitols mascot DC Eagle stops by Fun on Ice.  

-Pat Gallagher, Development Director 

Fun on Ice pictures cont. from page 1 
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 • briefs • happenings • news bites • tid-bits• updates • 

2014 by the Numbers 

2014 was another record breaking 

year at The River. Here are some 

of the statistical highlights: 

 29,333 households served 

 90,993 individuals impacted 

 39% of people served 

were children 

 26,286 meals served 

 42,962 volunteer hours 

logged 

 

 

 
 

River Bakery Update 

To date, 12 students have gradu-

ated from The River Bakery 

and 9 have found employment.  

The River Bakery can cater 

your next business meeting 

or get together with trays of 

cookies or morning buns. 

And it’s not too early to order 

your Easter pie.  

To order, call Tina 608-345-4105; 

or visit: 

riverfoodpantry.storenvy.com 

Touched Twice  

The River will once again 

host a mobile food pantry at 

Touched Twice on Saturday April 

11 at Calvary Gospel Church, 

5301 Commercial Ave. 

Touched Twice Madison pro-

vides free health and wellness 

services including dental, 

medical, massage and coun-

seling to people in need. 

Word from the Directors:  
Andy & Jenny Czerkas 

Here at The River, we like to 

dream big.  We dream that no 

one has to go hungry.  The River 

has been providing food, hot 

meals, clothing and other essen-

tials for almost nine years; and 

each year support from the 

community grows, making it 

possible to provide more food to 

more people.     

Looking back to 2014, we 

marked several milestones:   

 The River distributed more 

than $2.6 million of food 

and $713,000 of clothing, 

and welcomed 29,333 house-

hold visits to the pantry.         

 The River grew in 2014, 

opening an additional 

pantry session and adding 

a community meal on 

Thursday nights. 

 An anonymous gift made 

the purchase of a refrigerated 

truck possible.  

 The River added three 

staff positions, 1.5 in 

development, one bakery 

manager and one half-time 

baker position. 

 The River Bakery celebrated 

its first birthday. To date, 

24 trainees have entered 

the job training program 

 

with 12 graduating and 

nine securing employment 

as bakers. The bakery 

also ended the year with a 

bang, selling over $70,000 

of bakery products in 2014. 

We continue to be amazed 

as we watch The River grow 

and serve an ever increasing 

number of people. In 2014, The 

River served approximately 

7.5% more families than 

the previous year. 

Once again in 2014, you 

blessed The River with your 

generous gifts, leaving the 

organization on firm financial 
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ground as we enter 2015. 

Thank you so very much for 

your tremendous support in 

serving our neighbors in need 

in Madison and Dane County. 

May God bless you for your 

generosity and your prayers. 

 

Helping Hands Team 

Give monthly and lend a 

helping  hand to our  

neighbors in need. 

 

Join online at:  

riverfoodpantry.org/donate 
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608.442.8815 | www.riverfoodpantry.org | river@riverfoodpantry.org 

Please consider donating to The River Food Pantry. No family should go  

hungry just because they cannot afford to buy food. 

THE RIVER FOOD PANTRY IS A NON-PROFIT 501(C)(3) ORGANIZATION AND YOUR CONTRIBUTION IS TAX DEDUCTIBLE. 

If  you would prefer to be removed from our mailing list please contact us by phone or email. 

Contact The River 
608-442-8815 

river@riverfoodpantry.org 
 

Donate to The River 
2201 Darwin Rd 

Madison, WI 53704 

www.riverfoodpantry.org/donate 

  

Donation Hours 
Monday-Friday, 9am-6pm 

(South Side of building, across from 
Woodland Industries) 

 

Volunteer Shifts: 

Want to get email updates from The River? Sign up at www.riverfoodpantry.org 

and be sure to add us to your contact list. 

2201 Darwin Rd. 

Madison, WI  53704 

Madison has a River – one flowing with food, faith and friendship. 

Tuesday 11am—1pm 4:30pm—6:30pm 

Thursday 11am—1pm 4:30pm—6:30pm 

Friday  5pm—8:00pm 


