
For the past nine years, Linda, 
also known as “Grandma Linda,” 
has dedicated her life to rescuing 
children from crisis situations 
through her ministry.

“I’ve helped
probably 50 
babies since                  
joining this
program;
some for
a few hours
and some
for a few years,” Linda said 
while proudly showing countless 
photos of smiling children that 
she once raised. “What can I say, 
I was born to be a grandmother.”

In order for Linda to be able 
to help these young children 
in need, she knew she herself 
would need assistance. 

“I’m disabled and unable to 
work,” Linda said. “At the time, 
I was raising my daughter with 
$712 a month plus bringing 
home these young children.”

                            Unable to
                            make ends
                            meet on a  
                            fixed income,  
                            Linda began
                            visiting  The        
                   River Food Pantry
                   for her groceries.
 
 “When I visit, I bring boxes of 
clothing and other items to The
 River that I recieve through my 
ministry,” Linda said. “It’s like an 
exchange, I need the groceries 
and The River will take my 
donations for others.”

The River provides nutritional 
food for the children Linda 

   caretakes as well as for 
herself.  

 “This place is an incredible
  gift.” Linda said grinning. “I
 couldn’t do my job in
 helping others without The 
River helping me.”

Just like Linda, The River
     Food Pantry assists people 
who may be struggling  

through a hard time. 

“Everyone has a purpose in this 
world,” Linda said.  “I cannot ex-
press how thankful I am to have 
The River in my life. It is truly a 
blessing.” 

***
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Our Mission:
To bring a message of mercy 
and hope to those in need by 
providing nutritional basics 
and encouragement; to be 
a unifying, servant hearted 
and community buildling 
expression of Jesus Christ in 
Madison.

Want to get email
updates from The
River? Sign up on our 
website and be sure to 
add us to your contact 
list.

Paying It Forward: Linda’s Story by Hannah Becker

Tis’ the season

Jesse strikes a pose during a pantry 
session at The River. Jesse moved in 
with Linda when he weighed only 4 
pounds. Linda would not have been 
able to support Jesse without help 
from The River.

“I wouldn’t be able to 
do my job in helping 
others without The
River helping me”

The River Food Pantry  distributed 
over 2 million pounds of food in 2015.

The River Food Pantry 
held a heart-warming 
pantry session cele-
brating the holidays on 
Friday, December18. 

Thanks to Sovereign Joy 
Baptist who donated 
stockings and stu-
dents from Deerfield 
and Johnson Creek 
Elementary School who 

filled over 100 shoe 
boxes with presents, 
children left the pantry 
grinning from ear to ear 
while holding presents 
to open Christmas 
morning.

Before families began to 
enjoy a delicious turkey 
dinner, Santa visited the 
pantry.

Thanks to Kevin, a 
volunteer at the pantry, 
smiles filled the room 
while children began to 
form a line in anticipa-
tion to meet Santa. 

***

At left, Aravia smiles after 
recieving a wrapped gift 
while she talks to Santa. 
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Word From the Directors: Andy & Jenny

Temperatures reaching into the 
single digits didn’t stop families 
from coming out to support The 
River Food Pantry at the second 
annual Fun on Ice! 

The event, held at The East Side 
Club, brought in roughly $2,000 
to support the pantry! 

Bucky Badger and D.C. Eagle 
walked the room high fiving and 
posing for pictures. 

NBC15 am weather anchor Amy 
Carlson bundled up and took on 

the event’s emcee role. 

The UW Band came back this 
year to perform on the ice for 
everyone to enjoy as well as 
inside The East Side Club. 

Everyone enjoyed hot soup from 
Good Food, mac and cheese and 
chili from The Old Fashioned 
and delcious treats from The 
River Bakery.

Starbucks in Monona made sure 
everyone stayed warm with 
hot coffee and Re Mitt mittens 

were available to 
purchase. 

Many left the event 
with a fun prize 
from the pick a 
prize raffle featur-
ing great gifts from 
local businesses. 

We would like to 
thank everyone 
that came to the 
fun event as well as 

everyone who took the time to 
volunteer.

Also, a big thank you to our 
sponsors: Circle M Marketing, 
Oak Bank, Summit Credit Union, 
and Windward Consulting.

***

A Chilly but Successful Fun on Ice

We are so excited to finish our 
10th year with The River Food 
Pantry! We vividly remember 
heading out to look for space 
to start a food pantry that had 
enough room for hot meals and 
free clothing.

The lease for our warehouse 
space at 2201 Darwin Rd was 
signed in October, 2005. We 
opened the pantry on March 
31, 2006 after a 5 month, all vol-

unteer build out project. Forty  
households were served that 
first Friday night. We expected 
to serve 100 families a week on 
Friday nights. 

We surpassed that 
number in just a 
few short months. 
The need for food 
assistance was so 
much greater than 
we anticipated.

Within a few 
months we were 
working on how to 
expand the services 
offered and get 
more food to more 
people. The rest, as 
they say, is history.

In 2015, The River 
served 30, 605 
households. We also 
distributed almost 
2.1 million pounds 

of food! The food, hot meals and 
clothing we gave away last year 
had a retail value of $3,788,219. 
Children make up 39% of people 
assisted and 34% of the house-
holds were employed. 

 
 It is incredibly
 humbling and
 overwhelming
 to consider all 
the help we’ve 

had the last 10 years.  The River 
is not something that could exist 
without lots of volunteers and 
donors. The gratitude we have 
for all the help is enormous.

We learn more about hunger 
in Dane County every day. The 
need for food assistance contin-
ues to grow. We hope and pray 
to be around another 10 years!

***

Hands of Hope

Give monthly and be the 
hands of hope to our

neighbors in need.

Join online at:
riverfoodpantry.org/donate

“The gratitude we 
have for all the 
help is enormous”     

Save The Date

The River will be hosting its first ever 
culinary tasting at The East Side Club 
on June 5th. More information and 

volunteering opportunities will be
on our website soon.    

Above, Andy and Jenny at The River Food 
Pantry ten years ago while the warehouse was 
still under construction.

Bucky Badger and the UW Band 
performed on the ice and then 
brought the fun inside. 

Thanks to all the volunteers who helped make 
Fun on Ice a success! We wouldn’t have been 
able to do it without you.
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The River operates on the gener-
ous support of time by hundreds 
of dedicated volunteers. 

In 2015, volunteers donated 
46,746 hours of service at The 
River Food Pantry! That’s over 

3,500 more volunteer hours than 
in 2014. 

From church groups, business
groups, Badger volunteers, 
organizations and individuals, we 
appreciate all the hours you have 
spent helping us this year.

 Your help made it possible to
 serve over 30,000 households
 in 2015. 

We cannot thank you enough for 
supporting us and our mission 
to provide nutritional basics and 
encouragement to those in need.

***

Volunteers:  The Backbone of The River

From its inception in November 2013, 
The River Bakery has provided job 
training in commercial baking to River 
Food Pantry clients to help them become 
self-sufficient. 

However, we as The River Food Pantry 
Board have determined that continuing 
to run the bakery training program is not 
in our best interest financially and we’re 
refocusing on our core mission of feeding 
the hungry.  We continue to celebrate 
the 18 trainees who have completed 
the training program and consequently 
secured employment, and their individ-
ual stories represent far more than the 
financial impact. 

Although we are sad to see The River 
Bakery go, we are excited that its mission 
will live on under different ownership. 
The Northside Planning Council will be 
taking over the operations of the bakery 
and training program to continue helping 
those unemployed in our community 
gain the experience and skills to secure 
employment and earn a living wage. 

Thank you for your partnership with us 
to help transform lives.  

***

New Ownership of 
The River Bakery

Pantry Needs
Non-perishable food:
• Canned Protein (Tuna, 

Chicken, Spam, etc.)
• Peanut Butter
• Canned or Boxed Pasta 

Meals
• Canned Fruit
• Canned Veggies
• Cereal
• Hamburger & Tuna 

Helper
• Soup
• Pasta
• Canned Pasta Sauces
• Baby Food

Personal Items:
• Soap, Lotions, TP, 
       Diapers, Vitamins
• Shampoo & Conditioner
• Feminine Hygiene Items

Donation hours: Mon-Fri 
from 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

The River Food Pantry Distributed 2.1 million 
pounds of food in 2015.

The River Food Pantry distributed $863,766 
worth of clothing, furniture and household items 

in 2015. 

The River Food Pantry served 27,845 hot 
community meals

in 2015. 

2015

2013

2014

28,298

29,333

Households Served

30,605

30, 605 households visited The River Food Pantry 
in 2015. That’s 1,272 more families than 2014. 

One out of  three
visitors are children. 

A 4% increase over 
2014

A 21% increase over 
2014

A 9.5% increase over 
2014

A Year In Review at The Pantry

20152013 2014

44,094

43,070

46,746

Volunteer 
hours

97 cents of every dollar goes to providing food and services.
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The River

The River Food Pantry is Dane County’s busiest food pantry. For the past ten 
years, The River has been offering free groceries, meals and clothing to individu-
als and families in need.

Beyond nutritional assistance, The River provides a warm, welcoming family 
atmosphere where everyone is treated with dignity and respect.

We are located in an 11,000 square foot warehouse at the end of Northport 
Drive, Madison, WI and open to all Dane County residents. 

Your support is absolutely critical to meeting the needs of families in our area. 
No family should go hungry just because they cannot afford to buy food. We can 
affect so many lives by giving them hope. Please consider financially supporting 
The River Food Pantry today. If you are interested in learning more about The 
River, please contact us at (608) 442-8815 or email us at river@riverfoodpan-
try.org. We would be happy to hear from you! 

THE RIVER FOOD PANTRY IS A NON-PROFIT 501(C)(3) ORGANIZATION AND YOUR CONTRIBUTION IS TAX DEDUCTIBLE.
If you would prefer to be removed from our mailing list please contact us by phone or email.

Monday - Friday
Donations: 9:00a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Tuesday & Thursday
Food & Clothing Pantry:
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Tuesday & Thursday
Pantry, Clothing and Dinner:

5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Friday
Pantry, Clothing and Dinner:

6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
(doors open at 5:00 p.m.)

The River is an equal opportunity 
provider.
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