
would have to eat. It will get better 

for our family, but for right now 

we’re able to keep our head above 

water with the help from The 

River.”  

Katie said she enjoys shopping at the 

pantry and bringing her kids for 

dinner. “The staff have become like 

an extended family to me,” she said 

smiling.  

For the past ten years, The River 

Food Pantry has been offering a 

hand up, not a hand out to people in 

the community like Katie.  “My 

husband and I are trying to make a 

living and we thank God there’s a 

place like this to help us when we 

need it.” 

At the 2016 Harvest Dinner for 

Hunger, we met Katie. For many 

years, Katie and her husband have 

been struggling to feed their four 

children but always seemed to make 

it work.  

“We don’t live 

above our 

means,” Katie 

said. “We’re 

just trying to 

make a living 

but times are 

tough right 

now.” Katie has 

been shopping at The River Food 

Pantry for over a year. “It’s not easy 

to feed a family of six,” Katie 

explained. “Especially in the summer 

when the kids are home for all 

three meals.” 

Before shopping at The River, 

Katie’s husband would raise enough 

money for groceries by 

scrapping metal on the 

weekends. Katie recalled 

visiting grocery stores with a 

calculator in one hand and a list 

in the other making sure not to 

go over their budget.  

“I used to plan my 

grocery shopping 

and visit multiple 

stores,” Katie  said. 

“I knew exactly what 

store had the best 

prices for items we 

needed.” 

Unfortunately, last year the 

price of metal dropped 

drastically. Katie and her 

husband could no longer afford 

food for their four children.  

“We went from making $100 for 

groceries to barely $30,” Katie said. 

“It’s impossible to feed a family of six 

on that type of budget. 

We were struggling and 

needed help.”  

Katie said since shopping 

at The River, the stress of 

not knowing what to feed 

her children has gone 

away. “We’re still 

struggling but I at least 

know there will be food 

on the table for my kids 

every night,” Katie said. 

“Without The River, I’m 

not sure what my children 

Finding Help When It’s Needed 
by Hannah Becker 

Quarterly Newsletter of The River Food Pantry Winter 2016 

The River 

Our Mission: 

To bring a message of 

mercy and hope to those in 

need by providing 

nutritional basics and 

encouragement; to be a 

unifying, servant hearted 

and community building 

expression of Jesus  Christ 

in Madison. 

The River Food Pantry 

2201 Darwin Rd. 

Madison, WI  53704 
 

(608) 442-8815 

www.riverfoodpantry.org 

river@riverfoodpantry.org 

 

Want to get email 

updates from The 

River?  Sign up on our 

website and be sure to add 

us to your contact list. 
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The River Food Pantry has provided 

Katie and her family cart full of groceries 

for the past year. 

Katie shared her story on how The River Food 

Pantry has made a difference in her family’s life 

during the 7th annual Harvest Dinner for 

Hunger. 

“We are still 

struggling but at 

least I know there 

will be food on the 

table for my kids 

every night.”  
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 PANTRY NEEDS 

Non-perishable Food: 

 Canned Protein (Tuna, 

Chicken, Spam, etc.) 

 Rice 

 Canned or Boxed Pasta 

Meals 

 Canned Fruit 

 Canned Veggies 

 Cereal 

 Hamburger & Tuna 

Helper 

 Soup 

 Pasta  

 Canned Pasta Sauces 

 Baby Food 

 Oatmeal 

 

Personal Items: 

 Soap, Lotions, TP, 

Diapers, Kleenex 

 Shampoo & Conditioner 

 Feminine Hygiene Items 

 
Donation hours:  

Monday & Wednesday 

9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 

9 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Thanksgiving and Christmas will 

be here soon. The material plenty 

of our country is on full, often 

embarrassing, display on all media.  

Our materialism masks our deep-

er spiritual need to give of our-

selves, to connect with others, to 

be of service to others. 

 

There have been 

significant increases 

at The River Food 

Pantry every year. 

We served a total 

of 3,536 house-

holds that first year 

we were open in 

2006. We served 30,605 house-

holds in 2015 and almost 27,000 

households through October this 

year. We added a new program 

this year to help provide lunches 

on non-school days to children 

and teens.  

 

We have been strategizing and 

planning the last few years on how 

to ensure the food pantry is sus-

tainable for as long as there are 

hungry people in Dane County. 

We also want to be in a position 

to continue to offer more food 

assistance more efficiently to 

more people.  

 

As hunger has grown, our organi-

zation has also grown. The River 

has started a process to hire an 

Executive Director to provide 

leadership and strategic planning 

to guide The River in the future. 

We are not leaving! We plan to 

support and work with The River 

indefinitely. We plan to be very 

involved and will remain on the 

board. We are committed to 

the mission of providing mercy 

and hope to those struggling to 

put food on their table. 

We are excited for the oppor-

tunities that this new stage for 

The River, and 

for us, will bring. 

The mission,  

vision and overall 

nature of The 

River will not 

change. We are 

super excited 

about expanding 

the leadership team to ensure 

more years of positive growth.  It 

would be great if we could talk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 one on one with everyone! If you 

haven’t been to The River recent-

ly, please consider stopping by!  

 

Let’s all try to remember how 

difficult the holiday season is for 

so many.  Please join with us to 

generously give of our plenty to 

those who could really use our 

help. Let’s honor God by        

honoring those in need. 

The River  

Word from the Directors: Andy & Jenny 

“We are committed 

to the mission of 

providing mercy and 

hope to those 

struggling to put 

food on their table.” 

  

Number of  households 

served in recent 

months: 
 

August 2016:  

2,807 Households 

September  2016: 

2,900 Households 

October 2016:  

2,680 Households 

Your support makes 

this possible.  



Dear Friends of The River,  

 

Kya is a hard working mother who lives on 

the north side of Madison with her young son, 

Evan. “His dad is not in the picture at all,” Kya ex-

plained. “So things can get difficult for us once in a 

while.” Kya and her son are familiar with The River 

Food Pantry, “I’ve come down to the pantry for 

groceries when things get tight here,” Kya said. 

Over 50% of shoppers at The River Food Pantry 

are residents living on the north side of Madison. 

“We have always been grateful The River’s been 

there in our time of need,” Kya expressed. Once 

Evan grows out of his clothes, Kya said she donates 

them to The River to help others in need like her-

self. 

 

During the summer, Kya received a flyer attached to her door with information on The 

River Food Pantry’s new mobile lunch program, Madison Ur-

ban Nutritional Children’s Hotspot, MUNCH. Kya is one of 

many who understand the importance of nutritious food for 

her child and was excited to hear about the program. “I think 

it is more than great that MUNCH is going on in our neigh-

borhood and surrounding neighborhoods.” 

 

 With the help of volunteers, MUNCH prepares nutritional lunches at The River kitchen 

every Saturday morning. Meals are then transported to north side neighborhoods and handed 

out to children and teens every Saturday, Sunday and non-school days.  “Evan has not stopped 

talking about getting lunch from the white van since his first meal,” Kya said. Since launching the 

program in June, MUNCH has grown to six north side neighborhoods and is now providing 

meals to about 200 children every day. 

 
 The River Food Pantry serves thousands of people like Kya; hard working moms and 

dads in the community who are relieved knowing they’re able to put food on their table. 

MUNCH helps ensure their children are also provided for with a nutritional meal when other 

services aren’t available. OUR neighbors, co-workers and fellow parishioners are struggling and 

we can do something to help.  
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Kya is filled with joy when she talks about her son 

receiving lunches from The River’s mobile lunch program. 

More Than Just Food by Hannah Becker 

“We have always been 

grateful The River’s been 

there in our time of need.” 



Your donation makes a difference at The River.   

The River offers a hand up, not a hand out.  

 
When you support The River, individuals are not only bringing 

home a cart full of groceries, but you’re also making it possible 

for them to make rent or mortgage payments, pay their bills on 

time, afford medical care or prescription drugs.  

 

The River is unique. The River is special.  

The River is a grassroots, local non-profit and relies on your gen-

erous support to serve people in need in Dane County. The River 

does not receive annual funding from the government or other large non-profit organizations.  

 

Gifts of any and every size helps The River create hope for those facing hunger.  

$10 Provides $100 worth of food with The Power of Ten 

 $60 Fills The River vehicles with enough gas for one week 

 $50 Keeps the truck running to pick up 38,000+ pounds of food weekly 

 $100 Provides roughly 70 packed lunches for the MUNCH program 

 $200 Provides hot meals for one day 

 $500 Gives away 2,500 pounds of food  

 

 

 

Your donation helps people, like Kya and Katie and their families, experience peace and comfort 

knowing they’re able to put food on the table. Your donation provides groceries, hot meals and 

clothing at the pantry and delivers nutritious meals to children and teens directly into low-income 

neighborhoods every Saturday, Sunday and non-school days. You make this possible and for that, 

we are truly grateful. 

 

With Gratitude, 

Andy & Jenny Czerkas, Directors 

 

P.S. The River is YOUR local, grassroots, non-profit and works every day to be a good steward of 

your gift. Please pay us a visit, take a tour, or volunteer during a pantry session. We look forward 

to meeting you! 
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The River’s programs and services are entirely funded by compassionate and 

generous people like YOU who want to lend a hand to people in need.   

Donate today to keep The River’s shelves stocked and doors open. 

Photo by Steven Potter 

Sara, a volunteer for MUNCH, hands out lunches 

to kids in a north side neighborhood.   
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On Sunday, October 9, over 125 guests joined The River Food Pantry to tackle hunger in Dane 

County at the 2016 Harvest Dinner for Hunger. The event raised over $45,000, which will purchase 

nutritious and healthy food for the 600+ households who visit the pantry every week, and support 

the new mobile kid’s lunch program on weekends and non school days. It was a great event!           

1) The River staff having some fun in the photo booth. 2) The talented Beth Kille entertained guests 

the entire evening. 3) Katie gets a hug from The River’s Director Andy Czerkas. 4) Auction items 

were on display for attendees to bid high and bid often. 5) Attendees enjoyed great food, great com-

pany, and all for a great cause. 6) Emcee John Stofflet, NBC Channel 15 anchor, shared his personal 

story with hunger, and the importance of having resources like The River in the Dane County com-

munity. 7) Thank you to the many local businesses who donated items for the auctions and raffles.           

        Photos courtesy of Althea Dotzour Photography.  
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Hands of Hope 

Give monthly and be the 

hands of hope to our 

neighbors in need 

 

Join online at:  

riverfoodpantry.org/

donate Stay 

connected  

Unfortunately, hunger is not 

going away. The River has 

seen an immense increase of 

shoppers during the past few 

months and the number is 

expected to stay steady over 

the holiday season.  

The River set a new record in 

September with 2,900 client 

households during the food 

pantry. 

 

On average, The River has 

seen 700 households every 

week for the past three 

months. 

 
In September, The River 

added two community lunches 

during Tuesday and Thursday’s 

public shopping session, now 

offering a hot meal during 

every shopping session. 

 

Now, anyone can walk into 

The River’s doors and enjoy a 

hot, delicious meal with 

others in the community five 

times a week. 

More Meals for More People 

The River Food Pantry is a 

local, grassroots non-

profit that is an 

independent agency, 

unaffiliated with any 

church, government, or 

corporate entity. Meaning, 

The River depends on 

dedicated donors in order 

to keep the lights on and 
shelves stocked with food.  

 

97 cents of every dollar 

donated to The River goes 

directly to providing food 

and services for thousands 

of children, adults and 

seniors right here in Dane 

County. Over 60% of The 

River’s budget is provided 

by individual donors.  

That’s why supporters like 

YOU are absolutely 

essential to The River. 

You’re the reason why 

over 600 households a 

week 

receive a 

cart full of 

food, hot 

meals, 

clothing 

and hope 

for the 

future. 

YOU are 

giving a 

hand up to 

people in 

the 

community, not a 

hand out. 

Please consider 

donating to The River 

today!  

 Staff 
Administrative Assistant 

Gina Leahy 

 

Communications        

Coordinator 

Hannah Becker 

Development Director 

Amy Lord 

Directors 

Andy and Jenny Czerkas 

Driver 

Vacant 

Kitchen Manager        

William Berkan 

Lunch Program Manager 

Julie McCoubrey 

Lunch Program           

Coordinator                        

Ineabelle Mass Lugo 

Operations Director    

Rhonda Adams 

Pantry Manager        

Dwayne Jordan 

Warehouse Coordinator 

Jon Clark 

Words 

From A 

 Volunteer 

“Many thanks for all the nice memories I experienced 

through high school during pantry sessions. They helped 

me see a unique part of the Madison community that     

others ignore, and now I have a lot more respect for the 

global issues of poverty and hunger.” 
-Colton, volunteer 

You Make This Possible 

Volunteers from Phi Kappa Theta help William serve a 

community meal during a public shopping session. 

Because of you, 600+ households a week go 
home with a cart full of groceries. 

Shop online & support 

smile.amazon.com 



2201 Darwin Rd. 

Madison, WI  53704 

608.442.8815 

www.riverfoodpantry.org 

river@riverfoodpantry.org 

The River. 
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The River Food Pantry was created to serve the low income neighborhoods 

concentrated along Northport Drive and the NE side of Madison, but the pantry is 

open to all Dane County residents. We are located in an 11,000 square foot 

warehouse at the end of Northport Drive, at 2201 Darwin Road, Madison, WI. 

Hours of operation are on the left of this page. We provide pantry assistance, hot 

nutritious meals, clothing and household goods and furniture. Your support is 

absolutely critical to meeting the needs of families in our area. No family should go 

hungry just because they cannot afford to buy food. We can affect so many lives by 

giving them hope. Please consider financially 

supporting the River Food Pantry today. If you are 

interested in learning more about The River Food 

Pantry, please contact us at (608) 442-8815 or      

e-mail us at river@riverfoodpantry.org. We would 

be happy to hear from you!   

 

ABOUT THE RIVER FOOD PANTRY 

THE RIVER FOOD PANTRY IS A NON-PROFIT 501(C)(3) ORGANIZATION AND YOUR CONTRIBUTION IS TAX DEDUCTIBLE. 

If  you would prefer to be removed from our mailing list please contact us by phone or email. 

The River Hours 

MONDAY & Wednesday 

Donations: 9 a.m.– 5:30 p.m.. 

 

TUESDAY, THURSDAY & 

FRIDAY 

Donations: 9 a.m. -  7 p.m. 

 

TUESDAY & THURSDAY  

Pantry, Clothing and Lunch: 

11:30 a.m. -  1:00 p.m. 

 

TUESDAY & THURSDAY  

Pantry, Clothing and Dinner: 

5:00 p.m. -  6:30 p.m. 

 

FRIDAY 

Pantry, Clothing and Dinner:   

6 :00 - 7:00 p.m.                  

(doors open at 5:00 p.m.) 

 

The River is an equal opportunity 

provider. 


